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From the IFPCRN Chair

JoIN Your CoLLEAGUES AT THE IFPCRN
AcTIVITIES AT THE 17TH Wonca WOoRLD
CoNFERENCE OF FamiLY DocTors IN ORLANDO

John W, Beasley M.D.

The IFPCRN has several
® activities planned for the
upcoming Wonca M eeting. We
hopeyou will join us!

Dctobar 13 -17

Wewill have abooth! The space
has been donated to us by Wonca.. It will be #3064
near the other Woncabooths. Therewill beachance
to meet with others interested in Network Research
You can also bring materials from your network
to display there. Please plan to drop by!
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Orange County Convention Center Orlado, Florida USA

p
Formal IFPCRN activities

during 17th WONCA World Conference

\

Tuesday, 12 October, 3 PM
IFPCRN Business meeting
Immediately following Wonca Working
Party on Research
Room w232a

Thursday, 14 October, 10:30 AM
IFPCRN Workshop on Developing Primary
Care Research Networks

\_ #4115, Room w340a J

Agenda for IFPCRN Business Meeting

1. Bylaws, steering committee

2. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair

3. Clarification of relationship to WONCA

4. Consider name change to «International Fe-
deration of Practice-based Research Networks»
(IFPBRN)

5. Development of financial and staff support for
the IFPCRN

6. Explore ways to stimulate mentoring between

individuals, networks, institutions and countries
7. Develop plans for one multinational project


http://groups.msn.com/IFPCRN
http://groups.msn.com/IFPCRN
http://www.globalfamilydoctor.com
http://www.wonca2004.org
http://www.wonca2004.org

Note: If you have additional agenda items for
the business meeting, please email them to John
Beasley john.beas ey@fammed.wisc.edu.

Contact Information:

If you wish to contact me at the meeting, my cell
phone is 1-608-469-5635. e will have space at
the booth for members to list their contact
information.

[ Related Activity from )

The Brisbane Initiative for
Education for Leadership
in Primary Care Research

Wednesday, 13 October. 9:30 AM. The
Special Symposium of
The Brisbane Initiative.
Room w330c.

Wednesday, 13 October, also at 9:30 AM.
The Working Party for follow-up on
The Kingston conference
Room w330d.

(& J

ReporT oN IFPCRN MEeeTing AT NAPCRG:
OcTOBER, 2003

Therewasaninformal breakfast meeting of IFPCRN
memberswho wereat themesting of theNorth Ameri-
can Primary Care Research Groupin Banff, Canada
in October 27th, 2003.

Themembersattending included: Francisco Gomez-
Clavdina(Mexico) JohnW. Bead ey, Jennifer Lochner,
Stephanie Tache, Diane Madlon Kay and Richard
Haddy (USA) ChrisvanWed (TheNetherlands) Walt
Rosser and Michelle Greiver (Canada) Sunwoo Sung
and Jungkwon L ee (South Korea).
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The Fairmont Springs Hotel, Banff, Canada

Becausethefull membership did not have an oppor-
tunity to attend, no policy decisionswere made, but
wedid conduct someinterim business. Dueto emall
problems someinterested membersdid not receive
advance notice of the meeting and were unableto
attend.

Theagendawas.

1. Introductions

2. Review of IFPCRN activitiesto date

3. Planning for 2004 Meeting with WONCA andthe
AAFPinOrlando Florida, USA

4. |deastoimprove communications

5. Publication of Research

Discussion and action taken:

|. ThelFPCRN will plan thefollowing activities
at the October 2004 WONCA M eeting:

A. ThelFPCRN businessmeetingwill probably be
held on Wednesday, 12 October.

B. IFPCRN should host a 1/2 day workshop on

«Devel oping and Running aPrimary Care Research

Network». (Addendum December 2003): Chrisvan

Weel has suggested that the program should contain
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Chris van Weel, John W. Beasley
and Francisco J. Gomez-Clavelina

examplesof theuseof empirical datain research, the
cooperation between researchersand practitioners,
and generation of research questionsfrom practice
and thetrandation of study findings back into prac-
tice)

C. Planfor abooth.

D. Offer to help moderate a1/2 to 1 day track for
PCRN research sessions

E. Salicit posterson PCRN research projectsand
methods. Try to group these postersin onearea.

[1. Communication and involvement issues;

A. Therehavebeen someproblemswiththelistserver.
John Beadley will work with Wes Fabb to make sure
that thelistisfully uptodate.

B. TheWeb Sitehasnot been successfully trangtioned
tothe WONCA website. Chrisvan Wed will discuss
the needswiththe WONCA Executive next week.
(Note: Asof September, 2004, it has been decided
to continuethewebsiteasaM SN website:

http://groups.msn.conVIFPCRN
Therewill bealink from
http://www.globalfamilydoctor.com

C. All membersarebusy anditishardto get attention
and involvement. Francisco needsmorematerial for
the newd etter and we need responsesto solicitations
for newdetter materid. How canwebecomeahigher
priority for our members?

[11. Publication issues;

Althoughweneed more primary carejournds, thisis
nat the time (nor do we have the resources). Many of the
existing journals (Asia-Pacific, European Jr. of GP)
arestruggling. Therewould be problemswith getting
listedinIndex Medicus, financesfor staff support, and
other problems. JohnBeadey will contact Mark Rivo,
the editor of WONCA news, to see about asection
for the IFPCRN within WONCA newsletter. Chris
van Wed will againtalk with WONCA Executiveto
hel p reduce pagelimitations

V. Other issuesdiscussed:

A. Lobbing governments. Therewasabrief discussion
of the need to work with other organizations to
increase governmental support for primary care
researchinall countries.

B. TheBrisbane I nitiative For International
Education For Primary Care Research. Chrisvan
Wesdl presented information on the progress of the
Brisbanelnitiative. They are planning aworkshop at
Wonca

V:Thel FPCRN needsthefollowing help in the
next few months:

A. Francisco needshelp to devel op and maintain our
website.

B. We need aperson to help develop adraft set of
bylaws.

C. Francisco would welcome hel p onthe newd etter
— both from somebody to help edit sectionsof it
AND, equally importantly to contribute news about
network status.

IFPCRN Newsletter will receive the scientific

contributions of every IFPCRN and WONCA members,

as well as comments, letters, PCRNs’ reports and
official announcements of scientific meetings.

Francisco J. Gomez-Clavelina

Editor

E-mail: ifpcrnnews@msn.com

Website http://groups.msn.com/IFPCRN
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Publications

IFPCRN MEMBERS PUBLISH FIRST INTERNATIONAL
SURVEY oF STATUS OF FAMILY MEDICINE RESEARCH

John W. Beasley M.D.

he British journal, Primary Health Care Re

search and Devel opment, has accepted the pa-
per: «The Contribution of Family Doctorsto Primary
Care Research: A Global Perspective fromthe Inter-
national Federation of Primary Care Research Net-
works (IFPCRN)» for publication. Theauthors, rep-
resenting key informantsfrom 10 different countries
and regionswere: John W. Beasley, MD; (US), Susan
M. Dovey, MPH, PhD; (New Zealand), Leon Neville
Geffen, MBChB; (South Africa), Francisco J. Gomez-
Clavelina, MD; (Mexico), CynthiaL. Hag, MD; (US),
Victor Inem, MBBS, MPH; (Nigeria) Cindy L.K.
Lam, MBBS, MD; (Hong Kong), Azhar Nugmanova,
MD; (Kazakhstan)WarisQidwai, MBBS; (Pakistan)
DanicaRotar Pavlic, MD, MSc; Sovenia) Chrisvan
Wesel, MD, PhD; (The Netherlands).

Thisgroup addressed four questionsrelated to the
status of research in academic Family Medicine, the
gatusof Practice Based Research Networks, theLevel
of Productivity of Family Doctor Researchers
and the prospectsfor the future of Family Practice
research. The group found that the contributions of
Family Doctorsto the global primary careresearch
enterprise, while progressing in most areas of the
world, still fallsshort of that whichisneeded if weare
to optimizethe health of our populations. Thisistrue
evenincountrieswhicharerdatively richinresources,
theshortfall iseven morenotablein countrieswhere
resourcesaremorelimited.

Thegroup noted that therearemultiplechalengesthat

Family Doctorswill haveto contend within order to

maketheir full contribution to primary careresearch.

Theseinclude:

» Poor articulation of scopeof primary care
research

 Misallocation of resources (10/90 gap)

* Funding sourcestend to fund disease specific

research and focus on biomedical technologies
* Research seldom leadsto biomedical breack-
through or financia gain andisthusundervalued
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» Historical focuson research about rather than
within primary care

» Historical role of Family Doctorsdid notinclude
research

» Lack of culture and/or expertiseamong many
Family Doctor academicians

» Lack of Formal training programs (or

expectations) —trainingismainly directed at
vocation skills
» Difficultiesinvolving community Family
Doctorsin research despite necessity of
conducting researchinvolving those physicians
* Frequent «top down» approach
* Few venues for publication

At the same time, there has been considerable
progressin all regions of theworld. This progress
indudes

» Recognized need for research that makesa
differencein care
» Recognition that research outside of primary care
cannot al one provide asufficient knowledge base
for primary care
» Increased nationa and internationa funding both
for infrastructureand for project grants
o Activation of Family DoctorsInternationaly (e.g.
Brisbane Initiative, Kingston Conference,
IFPCRN)
» Activation of national Family Doctor groups(e.g
AAFP)
» Formation of Networks of Networks (e.g. US
FPBRN, UK FBCRN, IFPCRN)
* Beginning of international collaborative studied
» |ncreasing numbersand extent of formal research
training programsin nearly all countries
* Involvement of community Family Doctorsin
supporting academic research and through
PBRNs
* New technologies (e.g. Satellite, internet)

Thegroup concludedthat acritical massof researchers
and resourcesisaessential element for primary care
research development and internationa collaboration
isoneway to promotefurther development.

Visit the IFPCRN Website
http.://groups.msn.com/IFPCRN


http://www.arnoldpublishers.com/journals/pages/pri_hea/14634326.htm
http://www.arnoldpublishers.com/journals/pages/pri_hea/14634326.htm
http://groups.msn.com/IFPCRN
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Publications and Links

REesuLTs oF KingsToN CoNFERENCE PUBLISHED
BY ANNALS oF FamILY MEDICINE

John W. Beasley M.D.
Francisco J. Gomez-Clavelina M.D.

Under thetitle ImprovingHealth Globally: TheNe-
cessity of Family Medicine Research, 74 primary
care expertsfrom 34 countriesmet between March
8and 11, 2003, at Queens University in Kingston,
Ontario, Canada. Theresultsof thismeeting havenow
been published: Walter W. Rosser and Chrisvan
Weel Research in Family/General PracticeiskEs
sential for Improving Health Globally. Ann Fam
Med 2004; 2:S2-4.

QueensUniversity in Kingston,
Ontario, Canada.

Chrisvan Weel and Walter W. Rosser Improving
Health CareGlobally: A Critical Review of the
Necessity of Family Medicine Research and
Recommendationsto Build Resear ch Capacity
Ann Fam Med 2004; 2: S5-S16.

Botharticlesareavailablethroughthe Annasof Family

MedicineWeb Site;
R

| http:/Amww.annfammed.org

BRrisBANE INITIATIVE GROUP DEVELOPS STRATEGIES FOR
PromoTiNG ADVANCED RESEARCH EDuUcCATION

TheBrishanelnitiative’: International Educationfor
Leadership in Primary Care Research met in Wash-
ington, DC, in March, 2004. Specific plansfor the
coming year includethe development of fellowships
and visiting traineeships, formal leadership

programs, the devel opment of educational resources,
the devel opment of expert groups and the cresation of
internationa “think tanks’ for primary careresearch.
Tofacilitate the devel opment, the group will work to
organize an advisory group which can help usgain
fundingfor asecretariat. Fur further information, con-
tact thechair, Chrisvan Wesdl at
C.vanWed @HAG.umen.nl

1. Check background about Brisbane Initiative, go to:
Brisbane Initiative. InternationalAdvanced Education for
Primary Care Research. IFPCRN Newsletter 2002;1(1): 4-
6. Download this Newsletter Issue from IFPCRN Website:
http://groups.msn.com/IFPCRN

Distance interactions

INTERNET PROVES SuccEssFuL COMMUNICATION AMONG
INVESTIGATORS

Francisco J. Gomez-Clavelina M.D.
John W. Beasley M.D.

Conducting primary care research across national
boundariescan beamogt difficult undertaking. While
greatly facilitated by theuse of email andinternet re-
sources, theissues of Human Subjects (Ethics) Com-
mitteereviewsindifferent culturesand languagescan
present daunting problems, and funding isoften more
difficult to obtain for projects that cross national
boundaries.

Onegpproach, dbeit alimited one, toovercoming these
barriers is demonstrated by the multinational
study cited el sewhereinthisnewdetter. Inthisstudy
there were no human subjectsissues asall the key
informants were colleaguesin the project and par-
ticipated in writing the paper. And, of coursethere
was neither possibility of coercioninto participation
nor any risk to any of the co-authors.

It might even be said that what wasdonefor thisstudy
wasnot even*“research” and it wascertainly not clini-
cal or health servicesresearch. However, theresults
of our inquiry did provide auseful overview of the
status of research development around the globe.
Thereare other topicsthat could be addressed using
thesamemethods. These might include exploratory
viewsof the perception of therole of Family Doctors
inthe hedlth systems, how they perceivethemsalvesin
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these rolesand perhapsthe chief ethical issuesfac-
ing Family Doctorsto give afew examples. The
method does have the great advantages of be-
ing very inexpensive, open to anybody in any
country with internet access and relatively
easy to conduct. It cannot, of course be applied
either toinquiry where other subjectsare contacted
or experimental interventionsare done (unlessHu-
man Subjects Committee Approval is sought).
Despitethelimitations, further use of this method
should provide some useful overviewsof health care
and make possible limited international compari-
sons.

On the other hand, the Academy of Family Medi-
cine Professors of Mexico (AMPMEF) used the
Internet for aconference at distance during the IV
National and Il International Colloquy of
Professors-Investigatorsin Family Medicine, April
22-23, 2004.

Two hoursof communication onred timevideo-sound
wereenough for two lectures. «Family Medicineand
Medical student education» and «A Method For
Collaboration in International Primary Care
Research: Results From an Explorative Study».
Thefirst by Cindy Haq, Professor of Family Medici-
ne and Population Health Sciences and Director of
Internationa Hedlth, University of WisconsnMedica
School and the second by John W. Bead ey, Professor

Emeritus, University of Wisconsin, Department of
Family Medicine (Madison USA) and Chair,

IFPCRN. Cesar Dugue Gomez, Junior Medical
Student and CristinaM. Delgadillo, Medical Student
hel ped with trand ation at M adison.

Francisco J. Gomez-Clavelina, Family Medicine
Professor of the National AutonomousUniversity of
Mexico (UNAM), president of AMPMFand ViceChair
of IFPCRN was the contact in Mexico. After each
lecture, arichdiscusson of thesubjectswasheld between
thespeakers and the attendees to the Colloquy at Na-

tional AutonomousUniversity of Mexico (UNAM),

Mexico City. ThisColloquy andinternet communication
wasthebeginning of moreacademic medtingstoreview
theUNAM’straining programsfor medicinestudents
andfamily medicinespecidistisaswell.
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The Family Medicine Department of UNAM and
AMPMFwill test Internet 2, thisisanew technology
for communicationswhich can open new horizonsfor
academic and educativeaims.

The AMPMF an The Family Medicine Department
of UNAM offer aspecid «thank you»to John Beadey,
Cindy Hag and Janet Reschke for their effort to
implement the necessary tranamition to the Conference
from Madison, Wisconsin USA. In Mexico, the
members of the staff were: Francisco J. Gomez
Clavelina, Irma Jiménez-Galvan y José Antonio
Villarred Mufioz.

( IFPCRN ConTINUES TO GROW )

As of September, 2004 the IFPCRN has 95
Members representing 32 Networks in 25
Countries!

The countries represented in IFCRN member-
ship include:

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, China, Fiji
Islands, Ireland, Israel, Lebanon, Malaysia,
Mexico, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Por-
tugal, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, Si-
erra Leone, Singapore, South Africa, South
Korea, Spain, Turkey, the U.K. and the U.S.

As always, our thanks to Mary Stone from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin in the US for helping us maintain our
database!

IFPCRN Newsletter Editor:

Francisco J. Gomez-Clavelina

ViceChair IFPCRN

Family Medicine Professor

Natonal Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM)
igc@servidor.unam.mx

Co-Editor:

John W. Beasley, MD

Chair of IFPCRN

Professor Emeritus

University of Wisconsin. DFM.

777 South Mills Street, Madison, WI 53715 USA

john.beasley@.fammed.wisc.edu
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This is an interactive issue!

You can read this Newsletter working with links.

Links let you jump to other locations in the same document
or to Web sites

¢ Navigate to CONTENTS section on page one (or click
on the word CONTENTS)
¢ Select the article that you want to read, the pointer be
comes a hand with a extended finger
Click on it. You could read the selected article
Click on the article's title and go back to CONTENTS
Click on URLs or icons and you will access to the se-
lected Web site using your Internet browser

M.ﬁ Communities

You're invited!
Come join IFFCEN

Description:  The Inemational Federation of Primary Care Resssrch Networks s an
organkeation crssbid with the sim of maks multinstional projects thal can ba

Comoom)

= Checl it ouil
Visit IFPCRN 1o sea what you Think. H you decids o join afer chacking it cut, plsase returm io this &
il In Joim 80 your membenship will sutomabically be approved.

tmmwhﬁ-"mF“m

» Join the community and you can:

Posi a message on the Messags Board
Add sorme ploios 1o the Pholo ARBum
Perscnalize your ember Profile

Comrem)

http://groups.msn.com/IFPCRN
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International Federation )
of Primary Care Research Networks l‘ ’
Organized under WONCA
I The World Organization of Family Doctors wwgr..!ﬁqm
FrERN Membership Registration

Type of Membership: Individual Network

If network membership, What is the name of that network?

What is your network role (e.g. director, executive, member)?

Your name

Degree/Title Address

City State/Province
Postal/Zip Code Country
Phone Fax

E-mail address

Current research interests and projects (personal and/or network projects)

( ) Personal ( ) Network

( ) Personal ( ) Network

( ) Personal ( ) Network

Please add me to the email listserver Yes No
Comments?

UW Dept. of Family Medicine

777 South Mills Street Madison, WI, 53521, USA
Phone 608-263-7373 Fax 608-263-5813

E-mail: john.beasley@.fammed.wisc.edu

IFPCRN Website: http://groups.msn.com/IFPCRN

Note: You can download this membership registration from IFPCRN Website
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